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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Species I, Figures 1 -5 and Claims 1 -3 and 
6-7 in the reply filed on 06/06/2008 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aoki 
6,978,820, Chino et al WO2004/1 04357 and Mamoru et al JP7229377. 

3. In re claim 1 , with reference to Figures 1 , 4 and 5, Aoki '820 discloses a sliding 
screen door comprising: 

• A net (4) being alternately folded back in a reverse direction at folding 
lines being parallel with each other, capable of expansion and retraction 
by horizontal pulling, (column 5, lines 24-30) 

• A net guide (G) moving out from and into an interior of at least one end of 
a frame member (2), wherein the net guide (G) mutually and flexibly 
connects many guiding elements (14) formed of a U-shape composed of a 
bottom portion (14a) and rising wall (14b) forming a series of guide rails 
wherein the guides (14) are serially in contact with each other at the rising 
wall (14) portions of adjoining guide elements (14) 
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4. Aoki '820 fails to disclose: 

• A wire member inserted into a through hole on the tip end portion of the 
rising wall. 

• A net holding member engaged with the guide rail in a manner so as to be 
movable along the guide rail. 

With reference to Figures 4a and 4b, Chino et al '357 discloses: 

• A wire member (50) inserted into a through hole (14) on the tip end portion 
of the rising wall (11). 

5. With reference to Figure 4, Mamoru et al '377 discloses: 

• A net holding member (20) engaged with the guide rail in a manner so as 
to be movable along the guide rail. 

6. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the wire members inserted through holes in the tip end of 
the rising wall as taught by Chino et al '357 in order to stably and securely translate the 
guide members. 

7. It also would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include a net holding member as taught by Mamoru et al 
'377 in order to maintain the lower section of the net being guided, (abstract) 

8. In re claims 2-3, with reference to Figures 5 and 9, Mamoru et al '377 discloses: 

• Wherein a guide rail is formed with a series of concave grooves (4e)(4b) 
being at an outer face and inner face of the rising wall portion (30), 
wherein the holding member (20) is movable along the guide by means of 
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an engaging portion (29) formed in the net holding member with both of 
the concave grooves (4e)(4b). 

• Wherein the net holding member (20) is engaged with the rising wall 
portion (30). 

9. Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aoki 
6,978,820, Chino et al WO2004/1 04357 and Mamoru et al JP7229377 as applied to 
claims 1 -3 and further in view of Yukihiko JP71 73979. 

1 0. In re claim 6, the sliding screen door of Aoki/Chino et al/Mamoru et al has been 
discussed above but fails to disclose: 

• A stretching string is inserted into the net and stretched between the 
frame, wherein the net holding member is configured to having a hooking 
hole for hooking the stretching string. 

1 1 . With reference to Figure 9, Yukihiko '979 discloses: 

• A stretching string (21 ) is inserted into the net and stretched between the 
frame, wherein the net holding member (40) is configured to have a 
hooking hole for hooking the stretching string. 

12. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the stretching string as taught by Yukihiko '979 in order 
to provide an equal opening force on the screen on the bottom as on the top in order to 
allow smoother operation. 

13. In re claim 7, Yukihiko '979 discloses: 
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• Wherein the hooking hole comprises a slit reaching an outer edge of the 
net holding member (40) and the stretching string (21) is hooked to the 
hole through the slit. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Uno et al 6,318,438. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEREMY C. RAMSEY whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-31 33. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30 am- 
4:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Mitchell can be reached on 571-272-7069. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/KATHERINE W MITCHELL/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3634 

/Jeremy C Ramsey/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3634 



